
We're local people who care about 
the health of this community and 
are speaking out on behalf of
workers and patrons who want to 
breathe clean air in workplaces.

Because everyone has the right to breathe clean indoor air

www.BreathEasyAugusta.org    •    www.facebook.com/BreathEasyAugusta

Did You Know? 

Aiken (city and county) and 
Columbia County already have 
smokefree ordinances in place. 
In addition, 23 municipalities in 
Georgia—including Savannah 
and Athens—also have some 
form of smokefree ordinance.

The U.S. Surgeon General has 
stated unequivocally: “There is
no safe amount of secondhand 
smoke…Some effects are 
temporary. But others are 
permanent.”

Adults who breathe 5 hours of 
secondhand smoke daily have 
higher “bad” cholesterol that 
clogs arteries.

Breathing in secondhand 
smoke at home or work 
increases your chances of 
getting lung cancer by 20 
percent to 30 percent.  

82% of the 828 Richmond 
County residents surveyed said 
that smoking should never be 
allowed indoors at workplaces. 

61% of Republican voters in 
Augusta showed support for 
smokefree policies during a 
2012 ballot straw poll.  

46% or 140,000 adults are 
exposed to secondhand smoke 
in the East Central Health 
District.

5% or 108,000 adults are 
exposed to secondhand smoke 
in public places in the Augusta 
Health District. 

27% or 42,000 adults are 
exposed to secondhand smoke 
in the workplace in the Augusta 
Health District. 

A local survey of 25 random 
hospitality establishments that 
allow smoking found unhealthy 
to hazardous levels of air 
quality at more than 81% of 
those sampled. 

Secondhand smoke has more 
than 4,000 chemicals. Many of 
these chemicals are toxic and 
cause cancer.  

Sources: “The Health Consequences of Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke: A Report of the Surgeon General,” 2006; 2011 Richmond County 
Smoking Survey, conducted by The Survey Research Center at the University of Georgia; 2009-2010 National Adult Tobacco Survey (NATS)  

90% (275,000) adults in the 
East Central Public Health 
District support strict 
enforcement of policies that 
prohibit tobacco use in indoor 
or outdoor public places. 
 

"There is no 
safe amount of 

secondhand
smoke." 

-U.S. Surgeon 
General, 2006


